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Session 3 

A Serious Symptom of Discontentment 
 

I. Numbers 11 – Complaining 
A. The Structure 

 The story leads to the central event which is Moses finally complaining to God.  
 The people are judged and Moses is judged. 
 The story has a Chiastic structure. 

A Complaint of the People: Craving Meat (vv. 4–6) 
B Yahweh’s Former Provision: Manna Quality (vv. 7–9) 

C Moses’ Complaint about People: Why Trouble (hărēʿōtā) Your Servant? (vv. 10–15) 
D Yahweh Responds: Assemble (ʾespâ) Seventy Elders (vv. 16–17) 

E Preparation for Provision of Meat: Purification and Confession (vv. 18–20) 
F Moses Expresses Disbelief to Yahweh (vv. 21–22) 
F´ Yahweh Responds to Moses’ Disbelief (v. 23) 

E´ Preparation for Blessing: Elders Assembled (wayyeʾĕsōp) (v. 24) 
D´ Yahweh Sends Spirit upon the Seventy Elders (vv. 25–27) 

C´ Moses Responds to Joshua’s Complaint (vv. 28–30) 
B´ Yahweh’s Fresh Provision of Meat (wayyaʾaspū … ʾāsap) (vv. 31–32) 

A´ Plague upon the People (Kibroth-hattaavah “Graves of Craving”) (vv. 33–34)1 
•  

B. The Story 

• 4. “Rabble” refers to people who had followed Israel out of Egypt. 
• EBC on the Riff Raff: “This account appropriately begins with the “rabble,” an apt 

term for the non-Israelite mixed group of people who followed the people of Israel 
from Egypt. This term points to a recurring source of complaints and trouble in the 
camp. Those who did not know the Lord and his mercies too easily incited those 
who did know him to rebel against him. But however the murmuring began, it soon 
spread throughout the camp of Israel.2 

• 5. Remembers the past with Rosey colored glasses. 
• 6. Complains about God’s miraculous provision.  
• 10. Moses complains to God about the Israelites. 
• 18. God instructs Moses to speak to the people. 

 
1 R. Dennis Cole, Numbers, vol. 3B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2000), 183. 
2 Ronald B. Allen, “Numbers,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, ed. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1990), 789–790. 
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• 21. Moses Complains to God: he doesn’t believe this can happen. There isn’t 
enough meat. 

• 23. God responds to Moses disbelief. 
• 25. The Elders are appointed to assist Moses. 
• 31. The Lord sends the quail. 
• 32. Abundance of quail. 
• 33. God judges the grumblers. 
• 34. Kibroth-Hattaavah means “Graves of craving.” 

C. The point: complaining is serious. Discontent can lead to death. 

• How many people died in these events? 
• How serious do you think the sin seemed to the community? 
• But God takes sin seriously, and this sin is more nefarious because it questions 

God’s character. 
II. Barclay’s 3 observations about discontentment. 

 “Complaining entails forgetting God’s presence and blessing in our lives.” 
 Discontent typically involves exaggerating the past. 
 “Grumbling is tied to our unbelief, questioning not only God’s providence, but His 

provision.” 
III. Tips for dealing with discontentment. 

 Discontentment passes like the common cold. Be careful not to catch it! 
 Discontent always relates to desires. 
 Look to Jesus, and the things that call to your attention will grow faint. 

IV. Renewing the Mind. 
 Where do you encounter the “rabble” in your life? Those who’s complaints tend to 

spread to you like the common cold? What could you do about these situations? 
 What do you strongly desire in your life? What would make you really happy or make 

things better? These are areas where discontentment can easily grow. Reflect on these. 
 Consider your life: Where do you look back and exaggerate the past? Does this lead to 

discontent with your present circumstances? 
 Consider the providence of God: He is always present and always in control. Has this 

truth escaped you recently? How can you remind yourself of this regularly in the future? 
 


